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SUBJECT--NOT ONLY OBJECT--OF STUDY: BASQUE STUDIES

Aitor Anduaga, PhD
To establish a discipline implies a responsibility. Whose is it? As vascólogos (or experts in Basque studies) and vascófilos (or scholars of the Basque language), preoccupied with the disciplinary recognition of these studies, our first reflection on how to address the issue is ours, not from others. But for historical and professional considerations we have not often grasped how much responsibility we have and how responsible we are. What is more, our first thought should be addressed to discern Basque studies as an object of study or as a subject of study. This distinction is fundamental. In the following paragraphs, I offer a principled basis for this distinction by drawing attention to a double mission incumbent on us rather than any other: instituting, not renouncing, Basque studies as a subject of study; defining, not stereotyping, Basque studies as an object of study.
INSTITUZIONALIZED DISCIPLINE: SINE QUA NON OF ESTABLISHED SCHOLARSHIP
Every discipline, like every other form of organization of learning and of production of knowledge, has explicit goals and challenges on its own nature, on what is and what it aims to. But as an academically institutionalized form of scholarly inquiry, every discipline has as an ultimate and implicit objective, scholarly performance, namely: the achievement and elevation of standards for research and teaching, the recognition and singularity of academic experience, and the attainment of legitimacy. As many authors openly acknowledge it, attaining disciplinary status has become the hallmark of legitimacy.
As a result of its etymological origin --the term comes from the Latin words discipulus (pupil) and disciplina (teaching)-it follows that such term has different meanings ranging from training to submission to an authority and finally to the control of behavior.
In its different meanings, this 'training' denotes both a rigorous set of instructions and the enforcement of obedience, either regarding the strict compliance with military commands (military discipline), either the order imposed in the church (ecclesiastical discipline), or as regards the regime prescribed by a doctor to a patient (medical discipline). Whence then comes the legitimacy? What provides legitimate recognition to disciplined social and humanistic inquiry? Raising this question, we admit that what concerns us is not the control of certain behaviors or ways of thinking, but rather the achievement of the organization of learning and the systematic production of new knowledge.
Armin Krishnan distinguishes several criteria of significance which indicate if a field of knowledge is actually a distinct academic discipline. 1 First, every discipline has a particular object of research, even if said object is not exclusive of a single discipline; second, every discipline possesses a body of accumulated specialist knowledge that refers to its object of inquiry; third, it has concepts and theories that are able of organizing this knowledge effectively; four, it has a specific technical language; five, it develops specific research methods; and last and perhaps most important for Krishnan, every discipline must have some institutional presence. . Although all the disciplines are identified with taught subjects, not every subject taught at university can be regarded as discipline.
Our previous question-what provides legitimate recognition to a discipline-thus becomes, whence this importance given to institutionalization? Although it is not demonstrable except by appeal to logical considerations, it is increasingly accepted that the scholarly recognition of a discipline in social and humanistic studies is inseparable from the strengthening of institutional manifestations such as taught subjects, programs, departments, research centers, and even professional associations. In short, "only through institutionalization are disciplines able to reproduce themselves from one generation to the next." 2
In recognizing the significance of the institutional status of disciplines for their recognition and legitimacy in academe, we should distinguish between the field of knowledge as an object of study and the field of knowledge as a subject (or agent) performing the action. To the extent that such a distinction is possible, it is important that the arguments for or against each side are based on historically solid and well-founded evidence. This distinction itself is a defining criterion. It is also an assertion that inasmuch as scholarly object is primarily a matter of individual character and inquiry, so scholarly subject is primarily a matter of collective venture and responsibility.
For reasons we will adduce below, a century ago the promotion of the so-called Basque studies as an object of study was viewed as a pressing need, and their institutionalization as a necessary but almost unrealizable venture. Much of what was actually promoted then (the establishment of the Sociedad de Estudios Vascos, its periodical congresses, the journal Vascos, etc.) was the result of the will and character of a few individuals, and would not have taken place without the formation and promotion of discipline-oriented linguistic and philologic scholarship. The advancements in vascológico knowledge abroad, aspirations for internationality, the need for rigor, were driving forces for the production of knowledge --up to a point, the point in which the Basque element was promoted as an object of study. Nevertheless, the academic institutionalization of disciplined scholarship went beyond the scope of individual will and intellectual interest.
Revista Internacional de Estudios
The lack of a Basque university, of political autonomy, of academic freedom --to mention only a few factors-meant an obstacle to their materialization as a subject of study. Today, the lack of Basque universities is no longer an obstacle to the institutionalization of 2 Leo Apostel quoted in Sinclair Goodlad, 'What Is an Academic Discipline?'. In: Roy Cox (ed.), Cooperation and Choice in Higher Education. London: University of London Teaching Methods Unit, 1979, p. 11. disciplined scholarship. Though we may be deterred by the challenge, we must accept the responsibility and historical debt concomitant with autonomy. 3
OBJECT OF STUDY: WHAT CHARACTERIZES BASQUE STUDIES
Why is it that "we" as vascófilos and vascólogos are obliged, for the sake of Basque studies and advanced scholarship, to take the baton and shoulder the full weight of responsibility in the task of fostering the process of their institutionalization? To appeal, as I have above, to the distinction between object of study and subject of study, as well as to the difference in the effective factors behind their (individual and collective) orientations, does not offer a sufficiently satisfactory explanation to the reader.
What characterized historically Basque studies? To be an object of study, this is the answer.
So as regarded, the Basqueness often acted as a scholarly seduction, a mystery, a motivation. As motive, it is something that is set before the scholar, the savant so as to be apprehended, known, investigated, and inquired. At first, it was the stimulus for apprehending the being and the essence of what was regarded as a millenary language and culture; then in the 1980s, it was the stimulus for discerning and delving into the issues that affected the contemporary society (economics, sociology, etc.), in addition to the 'old' topics (linguistics, anthropology, and prehistory); next, it was the stimulus for extending those and other concerns on transnational and intercultural scales (diaspora, migration and exile, identity transmission, cultural sustainability, etc.); in a word, it is the stimulus that led linguist Koldo Mitxelena to state: "the true mystery of the Basque language is its survival, not its origin." 4 By 1920, the first generation of promoters of Basque studies congratulated themselves on having established the institutional pillars in this field by constituting the Sociedad de 3 It has been often argued that there are various levels of engagement in Basque studies: Basque scholars studying Basque topics; scholars of non-Basque descent and Basque descent studying Basque topics; etc. All of them are welcome, necessary, and beneficial. All of them are included in the categories of vascólogos and vascófilos, without distinction or exception. However, the levels of engagement per se do not define what Basques studies are. A discipline is defined by its topics and research fields, more than anything else. 4 Luis Michelena, 'Los estudios vascos '. Fontes Linguae Vasconum, 1964, 26(65):187-201, p. 195 : 'Among the Basque studies, those pertaining to the language are certainly those that have aroused most interest in the world, and this interest has not decreased. The reason behind this fact is completely clear: whatever the interesting aspects offer the rest of particularities of the Basque people, their language is the only non-IndoEuropean language preserved in Western Europe. It is therefore a current phenomenon of exceptional significance, and, on the other hand, it offers a --more or less difficult-possibility of serving as a key for the elucidation of highly important aspects of the European past'.
Estudios Vascos (SEV) and by holding its first congress in Oñati in 1918. This generation, headed by Julio de Urquijo, Resurrección María de Azkue, Telesforo de Aranzadi y Arturo Campión, aimed to further 'the study and dissemination of the Basque culture in all its forms'. 5 With an enthusiasm that may surprise more than one person today, this venture was inspired by a genuine purpose of internationality and institutionalization. 6 Some decades later, in a posthumous tribute to Urquijo and the SEV, Mitxelena, still identifying himself with those promoters' disciplinary goals, perceptively located the basis of Urquijo's original contribution in his willingness 'to integrate in Basque studies two intellectual traditions (local and external) which were then almost exclusively European' --that is, in the purpose of internationality. 7 And he went further, stating that Urquijo 'clearly saw' that 'the only way to ensure the future of linguistic studies was their academic institutionalization', and such institutionalization had to be university. 8
It is no coincidence that the purpose of internationality stood out among Urquijo's goals to establish in 1907 the journal that forerun the SEV: the Revista Internacional de los Estudios Vascos (RIEV). 9 The reason for its foundation, Urquijo avowed, 'was well understandable:
We had seen that the foreign vascológico progress exerted a minimal and belated influence on similar studies carried out by the native vascófilos. Questions long ago resolved were still discussed here'. With the foundation of RIEV, 'there is no doubt that we were able to strengthen the relations between the foreign vascólogos and those of the country, and attract eminent linguists to our studies, or keep them '. 10 Through internationalization and the RIEV, vascófilos and vascólogos cultivated Basque studies as an object of research, and hence diversity and multidisciplinarity, of said 5 Gregorio Arrien, J. Javier Granja Pascual. 'Las ideas educativas europeas en los primeros congresos de Estudios Vascos'. In: XI Congreso de Estudios Vascos: «Nuevas formulaciones culturales: Euskal Herria y Europa». Donostia: Eusko Ikaskuntza, 1992, 195-202, p. 197. 6 While it is true that the purpose of the SEV congress was to appeal for a Basque public university, it is also true that its promoters, especially Julio de Urquijo (and not only him), strongly advocated for the institutionalization of that embryonic field --or what they called 'the study of the Basque culture in all its forms'. In the present article, I focus on Urquijo's particular view rather than the aims of the congress. de 1918 . Bilbao: Eléxpuru Hermanos, 1918 object. 11 While during its first period ) the core concern of the journal was the Basque language --and therefore, philology and linguistics, although in its historicist and positivist, rather than descriptive currents-, after the resumption of the journal in 1983 the new director Julio Caro Baroja proposed to turn the journal into 'the expression of the highest level of consciousness in the country', 12 and, consequently, to broaden its contents to the social sciences and the humanities (economics, history, sociology, and psychiatry, in addition to the abovementioned).
With the collapse of the RIEV and the SEV caused by the Civil War and the subsequent Franco regime, the new situation had seriously affected the pleiad of scholars and specialists in Basque studies. Of these only a praetorian guard held the fort of cultural vasquismo at the Real Sociedad Bascongada de los Amigos del País. 13 The overwhelming majority, a great committed and motivated force, sailed mentally and physically off to America and other countries in Europe with the will to shape and give continuity to the Basque cultural awareness.
Of this attachment to Basque studies as an object of research and inquiry, the priest, Monreal (2001, p. 17) : The RIEV 'expressed initial willingness to project publication abroad. Given that its promoter was Urquijo, a man of a cosmopolitan character and lifestyle, the claim of internationality could not be understood as a rather inconsistent stance of affectation or snobbery: it reflected an intention of rigor, of passing the scientific production of the country through the sieve of current scientific criteria in the most advanced countries in the continent'. 12 Quoted in Monreal (2001, p. 35) . 13 The linguist and historian Antonio Tovar holds that the Boletín of the Sociedad Bascongada, which published three volumes in homage to Urquijo from 1949 and 1951, 'was born in a way to fill the gap' left by the RIEV. Antonio Tovar, 'El vascuence y la lingüística'. Anuario del Seminario de Filología Vasca Julio de Urquijo, 1971, 5(1):11-24, p. 13. 14 Quoted in Monreal (2001, pp. 27-28). of Basque studies. However, their routes would not necessarily have to converge. For the latter, Basque studies responded to an unequivocal desire for internationalization and institutionalization, as well as a common, positivist concern for basing themselves on data and evidence rather than on myths and fantasies. For the exiles, Basque studies embodied the resistance abroad against the Franco dictatorship, as well as the refuge for the dissemination and furtherance of the Basque culture in its broadest sense.
The reorientation of the discipline from an academic view to a more political view was of the greatest import for Basque studies. To recover and maintain the prewar euskaltzale activity was the main concern of exiled nationalists in Argentina, Mexico, Guatemala and other countries. 15 However, this concern produced a double effect: every object related to the Basqueness was studied, without this necessarily implying the existence of a common and stable object of study. So conceived, Basque studies enjoyed a prodigious dynamic activity, led by the publisher Ekin from Buenos Aires and its collection Biblioteca de Cultura Vasca (devoted to issues such as history, folklore, literature and political essay), as well as the Instituto Americano de Estudios Vascos and its careful Boletín, and other institutions. 16 However much thematic diversification all this cultural activity may have had, the politicocultural view of the exiles deserves our highest consideration, if only on account of their fundamental contribution to Basque migration and diaspora studies. It is much to the credit of exiled vascófilos and vascólogos that so many genealogical, sociological and historical studies expanded in the 1970s and the 1980s and that the Basque migration and new forms of ethnic identity were studied. A good expression of this is the collection Urazandi Digital, a project performed by Adriana Patrón and Alberto Irigoyen under the 15 Among cultural activities in exile, the Barandiaran school in Sara and the journal Euzko-Gogoa (1950 -1959 promoted by Jesuit Father Jokin Zaitegi in Guatemala and Biarritz, are worth mentioning. See: José Angel Ascunce, María Luisa San Miguel, eds. La cultura del exilio vasco. Donostia-San Sebastián: Eusko JaurlaritzaGobierno Vasco, 1994, 2 vols.; José Miguel de Barandiarán. Diario personal. Volumen II, (1936 -1953 '. Jakin, 1979, 12:120-137; Joseba Intxausti, 'Hamar urteko lana (1950 -1959 : Zaitegi eta `Euzkogogoa´ (eta II) '. Jakin, 1980, 13:96-113. 16 Some remarkable examples are the publishing house Amorrortu, the Federación de Entidades VascoArgentinas, and the Fundación Vasco-Argentina Juan de Garay. See: Gonzalo Javier Auza, 'El desarrollo de los estudios vascos en Argentina'. In: http://www.euskonews.com/0262zbk/kosmo26202.html; Oscar Álvarez Gil, 'La editorial "Ekin" de Buenos Aires'. In: http://www.euskonews.com/0072zbk/gaia7216es.html auspices of the Basque Government's General Secretariat for External Action in 2003. 17 Considered as the greatest compilation of printed works by Basque collectivities from 1877 to 1977, it includes 130 publications from thirteen countries in three continents. 18 In Patrón and Irigoyen's words, these publications 'could not but reflect the pain of a nation that was culturally and politically usurped '. 19 Another no less creditable case is that of the Basque Studies The solution lay in the complementarity of their personal and professional agendas.
Guided by Bilbao's strategy, Douglass believed, the program would have taken "the path to 17 In addition to the digital version, the Colección Urazandi consisting of 29 books on the history of Basque world centers (euskal etxeak and other institutions) was published. This collection is available in the Basque Government's web http://urazandi.euskaletxeak.net/default.html 18 See, for example, the second of the two volumes released to date, entitled Douglass (1993, p. 195) . In the so-called 'ethnic studies', at large misgivings about the loss of academic independence are, as we should expect, most clearly articulated by the scholars involved, as is the case with Douglass: 'For the anthropologist of my day, participant observation might mean gaining experience in a cultural context but there was also the admonition or warning against becoming of it'. perdition experienced by many of the ethnic studies initiatives of the late 1960s and 1970s." Guided by his own strategy, he admitted, the program "would have remained excessively academic, insular and esoteric." 22 At this juncture, they sought the best of both views: a share of the exiles' cultural preoccupations, while retaining their scholarly independence by methodologically defining the object of study. So conceived, the Basque Studies Program enjoyed its own Book Series within the University of Nevada press, which became, in Douglass' words, "one of the most successful specialized publishing endeavors in the annals of university press publishing." 23 With equal enthusiasm that we found in Reno, new forces joint the push for Basque studies in France between the 1940s and the 1970s. In the mid 1990s the young generation of specialists in Basque studies was proud to have radically altered the course of these studies by an emphasis on the offer of diplomas and degrees and on the application of scientific methods, based on Lafon's and Haritschelhar's linguistic works. This baton was taken-concurrently but independently-by Pierre 22 Douglass (1993, p. 196 Bidart, a social anthropologist and ethnologist who scrutinized the Basque society as an object of analysis and reflection through his seminal work La singularité basque (Paris, 2001 ) and other works and conferences. 26 Recognizing that social anthropology-the search for affirmation and self-image of social groups-should always be high on the agenda of scholars and consumers of Basque studies, Bidart saw the need for such studies to develop specific research methods, as well as concepts and theories that could effectively organize the accumulated knowledge.
Of this commitment to develop both a method and a stable object of research, the Centre The ever-increasing appearance of the word Basque among the categories and subdivisions of the list of the Library of Congress subject headings, and the absence of its link to the disciplines called 'studies', in the decades from 1975 to 2015, could be connected with the fact that, however clearly Basque studies had been regarded before the learned writers' eyes as an object of research and inquiry, the realization of this activity in scholarly practice remained far from the degree of institutionalization that came to be recognized to firmly established academic disciplines. 35 Although it still remains to be seen whether there were theorization and specific methodologies, the fact of the increasing frequency of appearance in the LCSH lists and the prodigality and meticulousness of bibliographical compilations are both evidence that over the twentieth century and the beginning of the twenty-first century Basque studies were recognized by scholars as an object of research capable of generating an ever-growing corpus of own scholarship.
SUBJECT OF STUDY: ALL BUT BASQUE STUDIES?
Today, Basque studies are hardly established as a scholarly discipline in a handful of universities in the world. Their prodigality as an object of study notwithstanding, a Only now, in retrospect, it is clear how largely we confused the object of study with the subject of study. While achieving considerable progress as an object of research and inquiry, periodically organizing congresses with generalist approaches and seminars, and promoting scholarships and monographic and periodical publications, we were unmindful of the highly limited reach of their institutionalized presence in universities and other academic centers. Those few personalities with the intuition and audacity to take steps towards their institutionalization, as Julio de Urquijo did, were often deemed as eccentrics rather than as pioneers.
To appreciate just how backward is the development of Basque studies as a subject of study we must compare the institutionalized state of said field of knowledge with that of other fields with similar linguistic-cultural interests and orientations (Catalan, Celtic, Galician, etc.), as well as with that of related fields (Hispanic, Iberian, etc.). In proceeding to any comparative study of the scholarly disciplines established in Europe, we must bear in mind the Bologna Process, whereby their different university systems were unified and a three tier system of higher education was adopted: Bachelor's, Master's and PhD.
Consider first the resort to what is "most practical and handiest" in scholarly search. Many university users, whether they are students or researchers, for reasons of mobility or of search and comparison of scholarly offers, draw on StudyPortals, a comprehensive internet source where thousands of degree programs could be found and compared on an international level. This portal includes more than 2,000 participating universities around the world, and is supported by the European Commission and many national and state institutes, such as the British Council (UK), Universidad.es (Spain), and DAAD (Germany). 36 Our search in this portal has its Icarian dangers, especially the temptation to see oneself as descrying all existing academic programs from the great heights above.
Although we cannot succumb to such temptations, our search produces some virtuoso performances, for it provides a first overview on the state of the art in the academic year 36 http://www.studyportals.com As it can be read in its website, this portal gathers information about 52,478 Bachelor's degrees, 53,894 Master's degrees, and 4,564 PhD. degrees. Another indicator of the recognition of scholarly disciplines is the academic coding system. Given that it is very difficult to count the quality factor in processes of institutionalization, to count degrees is always a dubious exercise. A studies program or center can be, by itself, immensely more influential than a dozen of minor programs. All this makes it necessary to be highly cautious when quantitatively comparing the offer of degrees in different studies. These limitations notwithstanding, it is indeed possible to use a quantitative method to assess the degree of recognition of a discipline. With the aim of offering a characterization of the implementation of Basque studies in the Anglo-Saxon academic community, we have examined several coding and classifying systems of scholarly subjects used in America and the UK. System. Finally, the JACS classifies academic subjects by codes assigned to the subjects of both higher education courses and the individual modules within them in the UK.
The examination of the selected classifying systems yields the following result: The 2000 edition of the CIP mentions the term "Basque" only once, though not to classify it as a discipline, but rather as an example of "unassigned" language in the general field of foreign languages. 39 As a point of reference, the Catalan, Celtic, Persian, and Tibetan languages and literatures receive "discipline" status. 40 For its part, JACS version 1.7 (created for use in 2002-03 collections onwards) identifies "Spanish language, literature & culture" as a subject, including the "Catalan", "Iberian", and "Hispanic Studies" within it; it does not mention the term "Basque." 41 Last but not least, there is no mention of Basque studies in the Carnegie Classification. 42 Equally damaging to the field of Basque studies-from the viewpoint of their scant institutionalization in the United States-is their non-participation or insertion in the socalled "area studies", the well-known and highly widespread interdisciplinary fields of research and scholarship. It is here that the studies pertaining to particular cultural, regional, and national/federal realities, such as the Breton, Welsh, and Cornish studies (up to a total of 65 area studies) find their academic niche. Among the motives for their desirable inclusion is the fact that, in contrast to cultural studies, area studies frequently include diaspora and emigration among its contents. 43 To an extent and with an interest that we now find hard to understand, area studies were inspired by the foreign political agenda that the United States' intelligence and military agencies implanted at the beginning of the Cold War era. 44 Earlier, the need for inversion in international studies had been expressed by the Ford Foundation, the Rockefeller became the main player in shaping the area studies program in the United States. 45 But the Fordian conception of area studies as a seedbed of internationally oriented political scientists and economists soon found a ready-made niche and connivance in Washington governmental agencies, to whom it seemed, de facto, that area studies could help to control emerging political and societal structures during the Cold War. 46 It was in this context that the field of hispanism was forged within the European studies, dragging with it the Basque and Catalan themes, which were not subsequently able to separate themselves as individual area studies. 47 Be that as it may, as W. Schäfer states, in their subsequent evolution area studies seem to have not adapted sufficiently to the new global environment of academic and geopolitical borders: while gaining an apparently secure place in academe, they "became as inward-looking and boundary-conscious as regular university disciplines." 48 This interest in interdisciplinary study, this heightened sensibility to understand local cultures by disciplines encompassing both the social sciences and the humanities, has not, of course, been limited to area studies. It has been developed far more efficiently and energetically in the field of 'ethnic studies' than in area studies. Defined as the critical study of difference (read race, ethnicity, indigeneity, nation, gender, etc.) and power, 2004, 1-33, pp. 9-11. 47 The following example clearly illustrates the difficulties and scholarly mistrusts faced by Basque studies in their institutionalization and disciplinarization. David Laitin, in his article 'The political science discipline', published by Edward D. Mansfield, Richard Sisson eds., Democracy, Autonomy, and Conflict in Comparative and International Politics. Columbus: Ohio State University Press, 2004, p. 14, criticizes the 'proliferation of fields as if they were ethnicities': 'Rather than consolidating around a division of labor encompassing several welldefined fields, the discipline is fragmenting into an ever-increasing number of self-proclaimed fields […] In the last throes of the Social Science Research Council, Koreanists broke from the Asia committee to have their own research community. Universities, with support of political scientists, are creating centers for Afghanistan studies (University of Nebraska, Omaha) and centers for Basque studies (University of Nevada, Reno).' 48 Wolf Schäfer, 'Reconfiguring Area Studies for the Global Age'. Globality Studies Journal, 31 December 2010, 22:1-27, p. 2. Since their inception, area studies were subject to severe critiques, including by area specialists themselves. For many, they are indeed multidisciplinary and transdisciplinary (in several respects) rather than interdisciplinary. 'The U.S. tradition of area studies', J.T. Klein states, 'has been a "nonenclaved endeavor" characterized by a loose definition of expertise. Programs often resemble a cafeteria of courses in many disciplines. Blending is often left to the students, and the overwhelming proportion of their courses lies within their major disciplines'. Julie Thompson Klein, Crossing Boundaries: Knowledge, Disciplinarities, and Interdisciplinarities. Charlottesville and London: The University Press of Virginia, 1996, pp. 113-114. towards representation and racialization issues. 49 By virtue of their definition and evolution, minorities of European origin, such as the Basque and Irish, remained on the sidelines of ethnic studies. 50 While the disciplines called "studies" usually denote a relatively new origin (post Second World War) and an incomplete status as a body of scholarship, as Armin Krishnan reminds us, universities are "moving more and more to a post-disciplinary world of shifting specializations and special interest areas." 51 Thus the last decade has seen a drastic restructuring of the forms of organization and production of knowledge, like the "clusters" of research and scholarship, which have enabled universities to remain competitive by focusing on expertise in niche fields rather than on broad competences in numerous disciplines.
DISCIPLINIZATION AND INSTITUTIONALIZATION FOR BASQUE STUDIES
The essential historical characteristic underlying the scholarly field of Basque studies, as we have seen, is its status as an object of study; the essential deficiency, its status as a subject. 52 The two statuses are intrinsically related to the processes of disciplinization and institutionalization in every scholarship. Furthermore, these processes are fundamentally complementary. Disciplinization implies the establishment of a "defined field of objects of knowledge and of a set of methods designed to study it in a regulated and intersubjectively verifiable manner" in order to create a stable body of information and to insure its diachronic transmission to future researchers. Again, institutionalization denotes the 49 On the history of ethnic studies, as well as their sub-disciplines and methodology, see: Philip Q. Race and Ethnic Studies. London and New York: Routledge, 2004, pp. 141, 148-150, 170, 193. 51 Krishnan (2009, p. 40) . See also: Michael Gibbons, Camille Limoges, Helga Nowotny, Simon Schwartzman, Peter Scott, Martin Trow, The New Production of Knowledge: The Dynamics of Science and Research in Contemporary Societies. London: SAGE Publications, 1994. 52 There are historical reasons that could explain this "imbalance". But it is not my intention here to go to the heart of the causal matter. I do not think the reasons usually adduced for the Basque case--a small population, the lack of a status of nation-state-are determining to their institutionalization. In fact, many of the comparative groups mentioned above were never a nation-state; and, in some cases, their population size could be relatively comparable to the Basque case, if one considers not only the domestic residents, but also the number of emigrants and their descendents. But even so, they historically achieved a more reasonable "balance". creation of organizational systems (such as programs, departments, centers, associations, etc.) for the furtherance of the study and research of the discipline. 53 The disproportion between the status of object and subject has historically had farreaching consequences for Basque studies. Bridging the gap was the overriding academic goal pursued by the Sociedad de Estudios Vascos' promoters in the 1920s. They pursued a universally recognized criterion of excellence: unity-in-variety and variety-in-unity for Basque studies. So understood, the only way, as Mitxelena reminded us (endorsing Urquijo's words), to ensure the future of linguistic studies-read here also Basque studies-is their university institutionalization.
Nevertheless, the object of study, though characteristic and predominant, was always undefined, always in some degree ambiguous and blurred. Consciously or unconsciously, its researchers made contributions to a generic field, without these being necessarily attached to such field. The outcome was a multidisciplinary field in character: its studies were disjointed and off-centered, and consisting of juxtaposed partial works. This undefinedness of the object of study has historically proved damaging to the scholarly disciplinization of Basque studies. 54 Yet disciplinization is theorization and methodological formulation. Through theoretical thinking and methodology, scholars define a stable object, and hence they gain the recognition and legitimacy of the discipline. The status of a discipline and its advanced scholarship are intricately intertwined with its focus on theory. While through their individual efforts they may well have produced a valuable series of fragmented studies, scholars sacrifice, with their renunciation of theorization and methodological formulation, the overarching and integrated view of their partial studies. This renunciation has pernicious effects for the discipline: as Krishnan states, "disciplines are now identified more through the methodology they apply to topics or research fields, rather than through the topics or research fields themselves." 55 53 Glenn W. Most, Disciplining Classics -Altertumswissenschaft als Beruf. Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2002, pp. vii-viii. 54 Gonzalo Javier Auza, in his work on the development of Basque studies in Argentina (http://www.euskonews.com/0262zbk/kosmo26202.html), notes with concern this lack of definition, and opens the door to address this deficiency in the future: The category of Basque studies 'does not necessarily imply the existence of a common object of study or a shared epistemological view among the set of researchers of the mentioned disciplines'. Even so, the generic definition of this field 'can be consolidated with better outlines in the future'. 55 Krishnan (2009, p. 35) .
If sensing these deficiencies, the vascólogo renounces theorization and methodological formulation, then Basque studies is reduced, for want of a broader intellectual motivation, to an undefined field of varied objects of knowledge, devoid of specific methods. Thus vascólogos find themselves in the awkward position of hoisting with a hand the flag of a 'field' that they admire (that related to the Basques), while with the other hand they cover the lights of the holistic and integrated views derived from the theoretical frameworks that they renounce. 56 It is no coincidence that the network of chairs established by the Etxepare Basque Institute provides an example of these questions. Since 2010, this institute has established five university chairs in Europe and America in order to promote the Basque language and culture internationally. 57 While the Institute has devoted considerable efforts and resources to the furtherance of Basque studies, its thematic program of chairs is so vast (ranging from Basque linguistics and literature to the Basque arts, to finish with politics and Basque diaspora), and its research production on theorization and methods in this field is so scant (up to the present day), that the definition of the objects of knowledge and methods (and hence the disciplinization of Basque studies) seems highly difficult, if not impossible. 58 What we learn from this illustrative example is that disciplinization and institutionalization must go hand in hand. This is so both when we understand the result of disciplinization as a well-defined field of objects of knowledge, theories and methods, and when we understand the result of institutionalization as a multi-organizational 56 The institutionalization of a discipline largely depends on the particular contexts in which it evolves. I regard the current state of the discipline of Basque Studies as the result of the research of individual efforts rather than collective ventures. However, the fact that the historical development of our discipline as an object of individual study is a strength should not necessarily lead to a neglect of its institutionalization. Or, to put in another way, the success as an object of study is perfectly compatible with the success as a subject of study, as demonstrated in other groups mentioned in the present work. 58 Scholars outside the Basque Country are usually tied into larger academic agendas; for them the Basque experience can be useful to elucidate interesting questions regarding other broader issues. This fact has been a constant feature in the history of Basque studies. But at the same time, this very fact is reflective of the state of the discipline and of what I want to prove. If all scholars (vascólogos and vascófilos) outside the Basque Country are tied into larger academic agendas, this means that the discipline of Basque Studies is not sufficiently institutionalized to constitute its own academic agenda. And if there are exceptions who obtain funds from other paths and can exclusively focus on Basque studies, we should expect from them research work, theorization, and methodological formulation. system for the production, validation and transmission of knowledge. Not in vain is scholarship in a discipline closely related to rigorous and credible research, as well as to well-developed and supported theories.
Considering therefore these distinctive features of the recognized academic disciplines, we can suggest certain perspectives appropriate to the field of Basque studies.
First, as we have seen, scholarship in Basque studies does not have the authority of a defined and stable object of study transcending the enterprises of the individual researcher. By contrast, other fields called 'studies', which have been successful in achieving recognition as disciplines, their success being the result of collective cognitive enterprises, have also been specially successful in persuading their scholars to understand this field as a subject --and not only object-of study and to pursue ends that are geared towards the theorization and methodological reflection of the discipline itself.
Second, in Basque studies interdisciplinarity was often confounded with (mono-or) multidisciplinarity. One cannot bring many partial studies together and transcend them, if there is no reflection on the common theoretical and methodological framework. Unlike multidisciplinarity, that often implies a mere concatenation of one-sided exercises, interdisciplinarity entails the organization of concepts, terminology, methodology, procedures, and research and teaching programs in a large field. By their nature and formation, Basque studies should gather interdisciplinary groups with different training, organized into a common effort on common issues. 59 Admittedly, the foregoing description of appropriate qualities for Basque studies is partial.
Interdisciplinarity is not the sole approach to integrate diverse fields of study; indeed, transdisciplinarity, that entails a research strategy that crosses many disciplinary boundaries, also implies a unity of knowledge beyond disciplines. Nonetheless, interdisciplinarity, which is based on the awareness that disciplines are complementary and interdependent, clearly incorporates holistic (rather than reductive) thinking and synergetic (rather than one-sided) effort that I have ascribed to Basque studies. Perhaps here we should mention Blaise Pascal's aphorism: "I hold that it is as impossible to know 59 Here my concern is not so much the lack of a common theoretical framework and methodology (for many disciplines have not), as the lack of reflections and awareness of the need of theoretical frameworks; especially when one attempts to bring many partial studies together and transcend them, as has often been the case in the discipline of Basque studies. the parts without knowing the whole as it is to know the whole without detailed knowledge of the parts." 60 We must acknowledge that in the last decades Basque studies have changed. We have seen above shifts from the prehistory to diaspora history, from the "old" to the "new" Basque world, from ethnography to social anthropology, from traditional to real Vasconia, from literary history to textology. Yet we must also acknowledge that we vascólogos have not changed to the sound of Basque studies. For common to all these shifts there is, in my view, a crucial feature that defines both us and the Basque studies: our renunciation of their status of subject.
Much more worrying is that in failing to recognize our role in the disciplinary immaturity of Basque studies, we have also failed to recognize the course of our historical role and consequently we have allowed others define them for us. Our attachment to the Basqueness has been so often an act of faith and has been taken so much for granted in our profession as vascólogos that, in considering ourselves the heirs to an extraordinarily historical language and culture (even millenary), we have become simply ahistorical. The more we understand our responsibility in this renunciation, just so much clearer is it that we assume the historical responsibility that is inseparable from the legacy of our predecessors: the obligation to make Basque studies a discipline that deserves to be studied per se and from itself, rather than by others and from outside. 
